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COMMENT ON PEER-REVIEW OF SCIENCE FUNDS

Zou Shangang
(Huazhong University of Science and Technology)
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(National Natural Science Foundation of China)
Abstract

On the basis of the results of the investigation obtained by the writers who inquired
about peer—review of sicence funds of some 164 scholars and experts of Disciplinary
Evaluation Panels of NSFC, the opinions about the fairnees of peer—review, the improvement
of the quality and efficiency of programs evaluation for research grants, and other related
problems of programs ’ evaluation are discussed in this paper.

It is believed that the system of peer—review is a feasible and valid method which can en-
sure funds to be used effectively in the promotion of the development of basic research as well
as guarantee the fairness of research granting and the advanced academic level of granted
programs. When comparing the evaluation by correspondence to that by panel discussion,
both means have their advantages and disadvantages and hence need to be further
improved. Similarly, each of qualitative evaluation and quantitative evaluation has its own
strong and weak point. Currently, the feasibility study on the gradual replacement of qualita-
tive evaluation by quantitative evaluation should be carried out while keeping qualitative
evaluation as the main approach. Finally, the authors suggest that study on the related prob-
lems of peer—review of science funds should be performed.



